It might be said with some measure of truth that, whereas surgery has saved its thousands, preventive medicine has saved its tens of thousands. This being so, the brilliant surgical results which have been achieved in the department of gynaecology (which, indeed, has become a branch of surgery rather than of medicine) should not cause us to forget that the work of prevention is still always with us.
It might be said with some measure of truth that, whereas surgery has saved its thousands, preventive medicine has saved its tens of thousands. This being so, the brilliant surgical results which have been achieved in the department of gynaecology (which, indeed, has become a branch of surgery rather than of medicine) should not cause us to forget that the work of prevention is still always with us. In this communication I propose to consider some of the diseases of women from this point of The diseases of women are naturally closely associated with the function of child-bearing, and so I may next and suitably consider the question of the prevention of those diseases which result from miscarriages.
As to criminal abortions, without entering into the ethical aspects of the matter, I may properly point out that besides the great danger to life which attends them, partly from injury to important organs, and partly from blood-poisoning, these rash and criminal attempts are, no doubt, often the origin of chronic disease; for the miscarriage is often induced unskilfully, the necessary secrecy prevents the exercise of proper after-care, and septic troubles are apt to arise which may be the unsuspected cause of many morbid conditions met with later.
It is of the disorders and diseases following accidental miscarriage that I wish more especially to speak. Unfortunately, women do not seem to think so. In a large number of cases they struggle through these accidents with the smallest possible amount of rest and attention, and the result is that miscarriages, perhaps even more than confinements, figure among the causes of diseases of women, diseases which certainly could be prevented by proper care at the proper time.
